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Wellington University in StLouis

University-wide Center for Aging established
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

To meet the needs of the
increasing population of
older Americans, Washington University has established a
new, University-wide Center for
Aging.
This collaborative effort will
apply the University's resources to
help older adults achieve a more
satisfying quality of life.
"The center's focus is on
productive aging," says John C.
Morris, M.D., director of the
center and the Harvey A. and
Dorismae Hacker Friedman
Professor of Neurology in the
School of Medicine. "Our goal is
to enable older adults to remain
engaged and live happier,
healthier and longer lives."
The center is made possible by
a gift from Harvey A. and

Dorismae Hacker Friedman, who
have had a longstanding interest
in aging-related endeavors at the
University. Their financial
contributions in the past,
including an
endowed
professorship,
and their
more recent
support of
the research
component of
the Center for
Aging, named
in their
honor, have
Morris: Directs
facilitated the
Center for Aging
University's
advancements in aging.
Representatives from each of
the University's eight schools are
involved in coordinating the
center's efforts, and the project is

financially supported by both the
University and its schools.
"We are very excited about this
new initiative," Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton said. "The older adult
population is rapidly growing, and
Washington University is committed to helping meet their needs.
"By combining a wide range of
the University's resources and those
of other community organizations,
both the University and St. Louis
communities will benefit."
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
the older adult population will
more than double to 70 million by
2030, with one in every five Americans 65 or older.
"For years, Harvey Friedman
has provided the vision that
Washington University is the
appropriate place to focus on
See Center, Page 6

Some aging-related memory loss
may be reversible, research says
Rv fZcT>DV
BY
GERRY TJx/CDT^IXTr'
EVERDING

The gradual loss of cognitive
functions, especially
memory skills, is often a
consequence of human aging.
Now, research from the
University's Howard Hughes
Medical Institute has used
sophisticated brain imaging
techniques to pinpoint
cognitive mechanisms behind
age-related memory difficulties
and to confirm that some
factors associated with these
difficulties can be reversed with
the proper support.
"Our study shows that older

^ <ir1ll1rc
adults Kll
have

plenty of
underutilized
cognitive
resources in
the left
frontal
cortex that
can be
harnessed
and used
Buckner: Senior
for more
author of study
efficient
memory processing," said Randy
L. Buckner, Ph.D., a senior
author of the study, which was
published online in the journal
See Memory, Page 6

Epigenetics study

Plants inherit traits from
more than gene sequence
sequence of a non-paranoid plant.
The researchers found that the
Two plants, same species, same
differences between the two plants
are not due to changes in the
environment, same genetic
sequence; yet one is a normal,
DNA sequence; rather, the
healthy specimen of weedy
differences are due to factors
mustard relative Arabidopsis
above and beyond the gene
sequence. Moreover, such factors,
thaliana, and the other is a tiny
like genes, can be inherited."
dwarf plant, shriveled, a mere
shadow of its genetically identical
Stokes and Richards published
their findings in a recent issue of
neighbor.
With so many
Genes and
Development
similarities in
r
with co-author
the environment
and genetic
" ... you've got something Barbara Kunkel,
Ph.D., assistant
makeup of these
that looks like a mutation professor
of
two plants, how
biology, who
can their many
and behaves like a
differences be
plantmutation, but it's actually studies
pathogen
explained?
Graduate
caused by the packaging interactions.
student Trevor
Richards
of the DNA and not by lab The
specializes in
Stokes and his
mentor, Eric
the DNA sequence itself." epigenetics, a
biological field
Richards, Ph.D.,
ERIC RICHARDS
that deals with
associate
information
professor of
stored "above and beyond the
biology in Arts & Sciences, aimed
gene," referring to the Greek
to understand what was wrong
meaning of the term. The researchwith the dwarf plant. They found
ers found that the bal dwarf is
that a dwarfed plant, called "bal"
caused by increasing activation of a
because of its shape, constantly
single gene, which is otherwise
perceives a pathogen attack even
identical in its basic chemical
though it has the exact same DNA
BY ELLEN THOMPSON

Online Record redesigned
The online edition of the
Record has been redesigned
to present information more
clearly and to improve
navigation.
Bookmark record.wustl.edu
to stay informed about University news and to read regular
departments such as Washington People, Campus Watch,
Sports and the Record calendar.
You also can browse through
our archives of previous issues
or use our search engine to find

a particular article.
The online Record is posted
by 3 p.m. on the date of
publication. The Record is
produced every Friday during
the school year, except for the
weeks of Thanksgiving, winter
and spring breaks; and monthly
during June, July and August.
We would appreciate your
comments regarding the online
Record. E-mail Kevin M. Kiley
at record_editor@aismail.
wustl.edu or call 935-6603.

(From left) Barbara Kunkel, Ph.D., assistant professor of biology in Arts & Sciences; graduate student
Trevor Stokes; and Eric Richards, Ph.D., associate professor of biology, investigate differences in plants
due to factors above and beyond their gene sequence.
sequence compared to the gene in
normal-looking plants.
"So you've got something that
looks like a mutation and behaves
like a mutation, but it's actually
caused by the packaging of the
DNA and not by the DNA
sequence itself," Richards said.
The gene affected in the bal
variant is involved in disease

resistance and is called an R-gene.
The research shows that there is a
cost of resistance in plants. In the
bal plant, the R-gene is more
active, and consequently the
plant's defense system becomes
hyperactivated, constantly
fighting off disease even when no
pathogens are present to pose a
threat. The resulting dwarfed

plant is more resistant to bacterial
infection.
So why should a plant so well
prepared against infection appear
so sickly? Stokes and Richards
explain that the bal dwarf provides
evidence that there is a cost to
resistance in these plants.
"They (bal) don't set a lot of
See Plant, Page 2

Computer network to be down briefly March 4-5
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

The campus computer network
connections to Olin Library
are getting a new home. And part
of the moving process means that
the network will be down for a
short time.
Starting at approximately
5 p.m. March 4, the University's
Web site will be inaccessible. If
everything goes well, it will be
back up by 7 a.m. March 5.
"It's the relocation of the
campus network as part of the

renovation project that they are
doing here in the library," said
Bill Fryman, supervisor of
Systems Operation and Support
at Olin Library. "We are moving
from one room to another, but
the work the contractor is doing
on the fiber-optic cable is the
reason for that length of time."
In addition to the
University's Web site, during the
down time there will be no
access to the library's Web site,
the library catalog, library
e-mail, ERes and ILLiad.

However, any Web site not
hosted on the University's Web
server should not be affected.
"The links wouldn't be
available (from the University's
site)," Fryman said, "but if
somebody knew the direct URL
of a page, they can get there.
They just won't be able to go
through the University's
home page."
The times and dates are
subject to change, should any
unexpected construction delays
occur.
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Chib named 1st Hartkopf
professor in Olin School
"He has been one of the leaders
in developing Bayesian statistical
methods that statisticians and
Siddhartha Chib, Ph.D., has
econometricians use every day to
been named the first Harry C.
analyze real data in a variety of
Hartkopf Professor in the
fields, including economics and
Olin School of Business.
finance, to estimate and compare
The professorship, established
different models of behavior."
by University alumni Horty and
Chib served as a visiting
Howard Kuehner, honors Horty
professor at the business school
Kuehner's deceased father, a
from 1990-92. He joined the Olin
longtime leader in the St. Louis
School as associate professor of
banking community.
econometrics and statistics in
"Professor Chib's pioneering
1992 and was made a full professor
work in the analysis of time series,
in 1995.
and especially stochastic volatility,
Previously, he taught at the
has advanced the scientific analysis
University of California, Santa
of credit risk, the quintessential
Barbara, and at the University of
exposure of banks," said
Missouri-Columbia. He is
Stuart I. Greenbaum,
Ph.D., dean of the Olin
a fellow of the American
School. "Chib's work has
Statistical Association.
also helped to facilitate
Chib earned a master's
degree and doctorate in
the implementation of
economics from the
'Value at Risk' models,
University of California,
widely used in assessing
Santa Barbara; a master
risk and performance of
of business administrafinancial institutions."
tion degree from the
Chib specializes in
Indian Institute of
Bayesian statistics and
Chib: Bayesian
econometrics and
Management in India;
statistics specialist and an undergraduate
"Markov Chain Monte
Arlo Methods," condegree from St. Stephen's
cerned with simulation-based
College at Delhi University in
India.
inference in generalized mathChib also serves as associate
ematical models of stochastic
volatility.
editor of several journals, includIn a recent paper on the topic,
ing the Journal of Econometrics,
Chib and his co-authors extenJournal of Business and Economic
sively tested and validated the
Statistics, Journal of Applied
methodology on simulated data
Econometrics, Statistics and
and then applied it to daily-returns Computing and the Journal of
data on the Standard & Poor's 500
Computational and Graphical
stock market index. The paper also
Statistics.
discussed how the likelihood
He is the author of numerous
function of these models can be
studies and articles that have
computed by appropriate particle
appeared in these journals and
filter methods.
others, including American
"Sid is one of the main reasons
Statistician, Biometrika, CommuniI chose to come to Olin," said
cations in Statistics, Theory and
Barton H. Hamilton, Ph.D.,
Methods, Empirical Economics,
associate professor of economics,
Journal of the American Statistical
management and entrepreneurship Association and the Journal of the
in the Olin School. "I wanted to
Royal Statistical Society.
learn simulation-based statistical
A formal installation ceremony
methods, and he is arguably the
for Chib is planned for early May
best in the field.
with a date to be announced.
BY ROBERT BATTERSON

Kingsbury Ensemble in concert
BY LIAM OTTEN

The Kingsbury Ensemble, which
performs with costumes and
instruments appropriate to the
reign of Louis XIV, will present a
concert of "French Court Music
for Viols" for the Department of
Music in Arts & Sciences at 7:30
p.m. Feb. 24 in Holmes Lounge in
Ridgley Hall.
The program includes the
music of Marin Marais, Joseph
Boismortier, Francois Morel,
Louis Caix d'Hervelois and
Jacques Duphly.
Based in St. Louis, the
Kingsbury Ensemble was founded
in 1993 to perform instrumental
and vocal music of the Baroque
and Classical period, using

Washington University community news
Editor Kevin M. Kiley
Associate Editor Andy Clendennen
Assistant Editor Neil Schoenherr
Associate Vice Chancellor Judith Jasper Leicht
Executive Editor Susan Killenberg McGinn
Medical News Editor Diane Duke Williams
Production Carl Jacobs
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(314) 935-6603
Campus Box 1070
kevin_kiley@aismail.wustl.edu
Medical News
(314)286-0111
Campus Box 8508
williamsdia@msnotes.wustl.edu

authentic instruments, historically accurate practices and
acoustically appropriate performance spaces.
Members are drawn from
some of the finest early music
groups in the United States and
directed by harpsichordist
Maryse Carlin, instructor in the
music department.
Performers for "French Court
Music" include Carlin; Elizabeth
Macdonald, director of strings in
the Department of Music, viola da
gamba; and guest artists Wendy
Gillespie, viola da gamba, and Paul
Thompson, Baroque flute.
Tickets are $10, $5 for
students, and are available at the
door. For more information, call
935-4841.
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ACCeSS to justice Rudy Nickens (left), vice president of St. Louis 2004, and Tom Frawley, administrative judge in the St. Louis City Family Court, address the second annual "Access to Equal Justice
Conference: A Dialogue Between the University and the Community to Improve the Delivery of Justice
to Underrepresented Individuals in Our Region" Feb. 14-15 in the Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom in
Anheuser-Busch Hall. The goal of the conference, hosted by the School of Law's Clinical Education
Program and the Missouri Legal Services Support Center, was to provide a forum for University
faculty, students and staff, civil and criminal public interest lawyers, judges, community leaders and
government officials to meet and collaborate on improving access to justice in our region.

Eating Disorders Awareness Week Feb. 24-28
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

The annual Eating Disorders
Awareness Week will be held
Feb. 24-28.
The event, titled "Celebrating
the Student Body," is sponsored
by the Office of Health Promotion and Wellness; Reflections, a
student group dedicated to
education the University community about body image and eating
disorders; and Student Union.
"Many college students
struggle with body image and
eating concerns," said Melissa
Ruwitch, coordinator of health
promotion and wellness. "This
awareness week gives them useful
information with which to help
themselves or their friends."
The highlight of the week is a
lecture by media critic Jean
Kilbourne titled "Slim Hopes: The
Obsession With Thinness" at

Plant

7 p.m. Feb. 24 in Graham Chapel.
Kilbourne, who has twice been
named Lecturer of the Year by the
National Association of Campus
Activities, will speak about eating
disorders and negative body
image as often-overlooked
problems in a society that can hit
especially hard at competitive
universities.
The lecture is free and open to
the public and will be followed by
a question-and-answer period.
The week continues with a Feb.
25 lecture by Cathy Collins,
"Eating Disorders: What to Know
and What to Do," at 8 p.m. in
Friedman Lounge in Wohl Student
Center. Collins is an eating
disorder survivor and counselor
who lives and works in Missouri.
A free healthy cooking class
will be featured at 7 p.m. Feb. 26
in the Mudd House kitchen.
Student chef Aaron Weinblatt will

within the nucleus also influences gene expression.
Stokes made the comparison
to a landscape.
"There are some parts of the
nucleus that are like deserts
where not much is happening,"
he said. "And others are like lush
forests where a lot of activity
happens."
Genes in a desert region will
have a much lower rate of gene
activation than those found in
the lush forests.
Epigenetic changes, like

lead the class.
Yoga and meditation will be
discussed Feb. 27 in a workshop
called "Getting in Touch With
Your Body," at 8 p.m. in the
common room of Wheeler
House. The class, led by Batya
Jacobson, a registered dietician,
will guide participants in
evaluating their own unique
mind/body makeup to help find
balance. Loose-fitting clothing is
recommended.
Finally, Jackie Miller, a counselor in Student Health and Counseling, will be taking appointments all
week for one-on-one questions
about body image and eating
disorders. Call 935-5981 to make
an appointment.
For more information about
Eating Disorders Awareness Week,
contact Anna Fishbein at
abfishbe@artsci.wustl.edu or
933-3080.

this sort of thing (epigenetics)
for a long time, but it was
relegated to the bin of weird
genetics,"
Richards said. "Some
Mutation caused by DNA
people liked to study it as an
packaging, not its sequence
oddity. But now it's becoming
— from Page 1
more appreciated."
Today, research in epigenetics
seed, they're dwarfed, their leaves
is providing insight into a broad
are obviously really damaged by
range of study areas. Molecular
this constitutive activation, so
biologists working to introduce
there's definitely a cost to being so
foreign genes into organisms,
resistant," Stokes said.
such as the introduction of
The precise molecular change
resistance genes into crops, often
leading to the increased R-gene
face the problem of "gene
activation is not
silencing,"
clear. But the
whereby the
group suspects
gene is properly
"People have known about this sort of thing
changes in
inserted into the
DNA mefhyla(epigenetics) for a long time, but it was relegated host genome,
tion, a chemical
but it never gets
to the bin of weird genetics. Some people
modification of
turned on and
cytosine, one of
liked to study it as an oddity. But now
thus the desired
the four
gene product is
it's
becoming
more
appreciated."
chemical
not produced.
subunits of
ERIC RICHARDS
An epigenetic
DNA.
perspective
Without
suggests that.
proper DNA methylation, higher
traditional genetic changes, can
the source of this silencing can
organisms from plants to humans
be inherited. The phenotype of
be found in incorrect modificahave a host of developmental
an organism — that is, the sum
tion, packaging or location of
problems, from dwarfing in plants of all its physical characteristics
the inserted gene inside the
to certain death in mice.
— depends on much more than
nucleus. In this example, that
But methylation is just one
just its DNA sequence.
means no resistant crops, but
type of DNA modification
"Genes do not just come in
understanding gene silencing is
studied in epigenetics. There are
one type," Stokes said. "Genes
of interest to more than just
several others.
can be modified, they can be
plant biologists.
The next level of gene regulapackaged, they can be pushed
Evidence suggests epigenetic
tion studied in epigenetics is DNA and pulled around, and that
mutations may also be involved
packaging. DNA is wrapped
alters how they are interpreted
in cancer.
around proteins similar to the
and how they are used."
"Cancer in humans is a
way that thread is wrapped
The finding that these levels
multistep process, and you have
around a spool.
of epigenetic regulation can be
to inactivate a number of genes
Loosely wrapped DNA is more
inherited has added to a
along the pathway that leads to
readily accessible and therefore
growing interest in this field,
cancer," Richards said. "People
more easily expressed than tightly
once considered only a side note
have shown in the last 10 years
wrapped DNA, allowing another
to the realm of traditional
that some of these genes are
mechanism for regulation of gene
genetics.
being shut off not genetically,
expression. The location of DNA
"People have known about
but epigenetically."
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School of Medicine Update

Critical illness, injuries focus of national project
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

In the first national effort of its
kind, researchers around the
country are collaborating to
study the body's response to
critical illness and traumatic
injuries such as motor vehicle
accidents, gunshot wounds and
burns.
The School of Medicine is one
of the primary institutions
involved in the project, called
"Inflammation and the Host
Response," which is supported by
a five-year glue grant, a new type
of funding from the National
Institute of General Medical
Sciences (NIGMS) for large-scale,
multidisciplinary pursuits. The
NIGMS anticipates spending
$37 million on the project.
After severe trauma or stress,
the body's natural defense
mechanisms can trigger an oftenfatal cascade of cellular and
physiological changes culminating
in organ failure. As a result,
critical illness and injury account
for 8 percent of deaths in the
United States each year, typically
taking the lives of young,
otherwise healthy individuals.
Until now, there has been no

national agency systematically
coordinating research and care for
this population.
"This grant gives us the firstever national agenda for injury
and critical-care research," said J.
Perren Cobb, M.D., associate
professor of surgery and principal
investigator of the School of
Medicine team. "Now we can use
our resources efficiently by
combining expertise to address
this complex medical condition."
Though early treatment for
severely injured trauma patients
has improved dramatically since
the introduction of advanced
trauma life support in 1979, there
is no evidence-based regimen of
care once victims are transferred
from the emergency room to the
operating room and intensive care
unit (ICU), Cobb said. As a result,
the mortality rate of injured
patients in the ICU has barely
improved in the past two decades.
Without a better understanding of
how the body's cells, tissues and
organs respond to injury, he
doubts the situation will change.
"We may actually be rrtaking
things worse by trying to intervene during the body's natural,
adaptive response," he said.

The group of 19 medical centers
will compile an extensive database
including demographic, genomic
and physiologic information about
patients with traumatic injuries. In
the process, they plan to develop
standard operating procedures for
burn and trauma patients and to
develop clinically relevant animal
models.
Trauma and the body's response
to injury may activate or inactivate
thousands of genes. Scientists
already have discovered a cluster of
approximately 50 genes that
regulates yeasts' reaction to
common forms of stress and
injury. This new study will identify
whether there is a similar list of
genes that dictate the human
body's response.
The problem is complex,
however. Studies show that even
mice with identical genes respond
differently to the same type of
injury. So the team also is studying
how environmental factors
influence the outcome.
Gene activation triggers the
formation of molecules called
RNA. These molecules are
messengers, translating the genetic
code into proteins that carry out
the gene's commands. Research

funded by the glue grant will
investigate which elements of the
genome, the transcriptome
(RNA) and proteome (proteins)
improve survival after injury.
The team also anticipates the
discovery of new genes which, in
turn, will help identify new
targets for medical treatments.
Washington University and
Stanford University will lead the
genomics component of the
project. Key participants from the
School of Medicine include
Bernard Brownstein, Ph.D,
research professor of molecular
microbiology; Bradley D.
Freeman, M.D., assistant

professor of surgery; Richard S.
Hotchkiss, M.D., associate
professor of anesthesiology,
medicine and surgery; and Gary
D. Stormo, Ph.D., professor of
genetics.
"If we can get complete
information on a given individual at the genome, transcriptome and proteome level,
we may be able to understand
how organs interact after injury,"
Cobb said. "Our ultimate goal is
to understand and predict how
an individual will respond to a
given trauma and thereby help
physicians choose the best
treatment for each patient."

Rodgers receives Dean's Distinguished Service Award
"1 Af ork is just not work to me,"
■ ■ said Denise Rodgers,
clinical research coordinator in
the Department of Pediatrics and
the 2001 recipient of the Dean's
Distinguished Service Award.
According to Rodgers, she
enjoys her job, her patients and
her co-workers in the Division of
Allergy and Pulmonary Medicine
so much that she often must
remind herself to go home when
the workday ends.
It is that devotion that led her
boss, Robert C. Strunk, M.D.,
professor of pediatrics, and
Deborah K. White, supervisor of
the pulmonary function laboratory, to nominate her for the
award, which is given each year by
the dean to an outstanding
employee.
"Denise's contribution
represents an exceptional
commitment and dedication to
the School of Medicine," said
William A. Peck, M.D., executive
vice chancellor for medical affairs
and dean of the School of
Medicine. "Her approach to

patients and to the detail demanded by her job is exemplary."
Strunk concurs. "Denise is
bright, enthusiastic and energetic,"
he said. "She is a wonderful
resource for pulmonary function
studies, and her dedication to
quality is widely recognized."
Rodgers joined the School of
Medicine in
1987 and in
1993 began to
work for the
Childhood
Asthma
Management
Program
(CAMP), a
National
Institutes of
HealthRodgers: Clinical
research coordinator funded
research
project that follows lung growth
and response to therapy in
asthmatic children. She now
serves as coordinator of the St.
Louis site of CAMP, which is one
of eight centers across the country
involved in the project. The

St. Louis site boasts the
program's highest retention rate
— researchers here still are
following 130 of the 135 children
who entered the study in the
mid-1990s — and Strunk credits
Rodgers for that success.
"The patients here repeatedly
refer to Denise as the reason they
come back for visits," he said.
"Both the parents and children
adore her and recognize her
devotion to them and to the
research."
In addition to CAMP, Rodgers
is involved in several asthma
research projects conducted in the
emergency department of
St. Louis Children's Hospital.
She also serves as an ambassador
in the metropolitan community.
For the past two years she has
initiated and staffed a booth at the
Black Expo in St. Louis, allowing
her to talk with hundreds of
people about asthma and to
educate them about School of
Medicine efforts to prevent and
treat asthma in the AfricanAmerican community.

Second Guze symposium to focus on college-age drinking
BY JIM DRYDEN

The second Guze Symposium
on Alcoholism, which will be
held March 2 at the Eric P.
Newman Education Center, will
focus on the challenges of collegeage drinking.
The symposium will feature
local and national experts
discussing the prevalence of
drinking on college campuses,
short-term and long-term
outcomes for students who drink,
and challenges and opportunities
in the prevention and treatment
of college drinking problems.
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
will make introductory remarks at
the symposium, which will be
held from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
The Missouri Alcoholism
Research Center (MARC) is
hosting the symposium. Created
by a grant from the National
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism (NIAAA) at the
National Institutes of Health, the
MARC is one of 15 NIH-funded
Alcoholism Research Centers. It
currently is the only center whose
primary focus is understanding

the causes of adolescent alcohol
problems.
The MARC is housed in the
Washington University School of
Medicine, but the center also
involves research from Saint Louis
University, the University of
Missouri-Columbia, the Veterans
Administration in St. Louis and in
Palo Alto, Calif., and the
Queensland Institute for Medical
Research in Brisbane, Australia.
"We know that adults who
develop alcohol problems tend to
date the beginnings of those
problems to their high school and
college years," said Andrew C.
Heath, Ph.D., MARC director and
the Spencer T Olin Professor of
Psychology in Psychiatry. "That's
why we are focusing on young
drinkers and inviting experts from
around the United States to share
their expertise on those who
might be at risk and the patterns
that emerge among college-age
drinkers."
The Guze symposium was
established to honor the late
Samuel B. Guze, M.D. Guze was a
pioneer of the medical model of
psychiatric illness and in the field

Learning about health careers At the Feb. 12 Health
Professions Fair, Kathleen Spihlman (left) clinical instructor of
respiratory care at Barnes-Jewish Hospital, demonstrates
intubation to Cheryl Webster, a student at Central Visual and
Performing Arts High School. Intubation provides a way to
artificially inflate a person's lungs. The annual Health Professions Fair, held this year in Olin Gymnasium, is sponsored by
the School of Medicine's Office of Diversity Programs and the
Community-Based Resource Office of the St. Louis Public
Schools.

Acid-reflux surgery study seeks volunteers

of alcoholism research. His early
Individuals who have gastrostudies of alcohol use and abuse
I tesophageal reflux disease
were important in the movement
(GERD) may be eligible for an
to consider alcoholism a disease
investigational robotic surgical
rather than a character flaw.
procedure in the School of
Guze joined the School of
Medicine.
Medicine faculty in 1951 and later
Forty percent of adults in the
served as vice chancellor for
medical affairs and president of the United States suffer from GERD.
In this condition, stomach acid
Washington University Medical
surges up into the esophagus, the
Center from 1971-1989. He also
tube that connects the mouth and
served as head of the Department
the stomach, causing heartburn
of Psychiatry from 1971-1989 and
and damaging the lining of the
again from 1993-97. Guze was
highly respected as a researcher, an esophagus.
Lifelong medical treatment
administrator and a leader in the
and lifestyle changes can help
field of psychiatry.
The symposium is intended for control acid reflux and erosion of
the esophageal wall, but many
physicians, psychologists, social
patients need surgery to eradicate
workers, university and school
the problem. The traditional
administrators and others consurgical approach requires a large
cerned with college-age drinking.
incision in the chest or abdomen
Participants may receive continuand results in post-operative pain
ing medical education credits for
for several months.
attendance. The program is
The team at the University's
sponsored by the office of ConInstitute for Minimally Invasive
tinuing Medical Education in the
School of Medicine and supported Surgery has been using a less
invasive approach: They insert
with major funding from
smaller instruments through
Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc.
several pencil-sized incisions to
For more information, call
perform the same surgical
286-2203.

procedure. Patients who undergo
minimally invasive anti-reflux
surgery can go home the next day
and typically return to work a
week later.
Now the team is investigating
the use of robotic surgery to
further improve the procedure's
safety and effectiveness. During
robotic surgery, the surgeon sits at
a computer console near the
patient and manipulates virtual
instruments. The robotic arms
filter out any hand tremors and
can scale down the surgeon's
larger movements.
"The robotic system allows me
to combine my expertise as a
surgeon with the smooth, intricate
movements of a robot," said
Nathaniel J. Soper, M.D., professor
of surgery and director of the
institute.
Patients who enroll in the
study will be randomly assigned to
receive either robotic anti-reflux
surgery or non-robotic minimally
invasive surgery.
For more information or to
volunteer, contact Judy Stroer at
454-8877.
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University Events
Fll Make Me a World • Drugs That Drain the Brain • Twelfth Night
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place at Washington
University Feb. 22-March 6. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Hilltop
Campus (www.wustl.edu/calendar) and the
School of Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/
calendars.html).

Exhibitions
"Depicting Devotion: Illuminated Books of
Hours From the Middle Ages." Through
Feb. 22. Special Collections. Olin Library,
Lvl. 5. 935-5495.
"Max Weber in America and Other
Paintings." Werner Gephart, Fulbright
Distinguished Chair for German Studies.
Through March 31. Anheuser-Busch Hall,
Rm. 320. 935-7988.
"Selections of Works From the Permanent
Collection." Through April 12. Gallery of
Art re-opens public exhibition spaces.
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.

Film
Sunday, Feb. 24
1 p.m. Contemporary French Film Series.
"The Taste of Others." Agnes Joui, dir.
Sponsored by the Cultural Services of the
French Embassy and the French Ministry of
Culture. Brown Hall, Rm. 100. 935-4056.

Wednesday, Feb. 27
6:30 p.m. International Film Series. "Bashu
the Little Stranger." Sponsored by Asian and
Near Eastern Languages and Literatures.
Ike's Place. 935-5156.
7 p.m. Henry Hampton Film Series. "I'll
Make Me a World: Without Fear or Shame."
Brown Hall, Rm. 100. 935-5418.

4 p.m. Music dept. lecture. "Rewriting
Liszt's Biography." Dolores Pesce, prof, of
music. Music Classrooms Bldg., Rm. 102.
935-4841.

Saturday, Feb. 23
11 a.m. Masters of Liberal Arts Saturday
seminar. Empires and After. "Globalization or Americanization? The Global
Political Economy." Andrew C. Sobel,
assoc. prof, of political science.
McDonnell Hall, Goldfarb Aud., Rm. 162.
935-4806.

Monday, Feb. 25
Noon. Neurology and neurological surgery
seminar. "ES Cells and Neural Transplantation Research." David Gottlieb, prof, of
neurobiology. Maternity Bldg., Schwarz
Aud., first floor. 362-7316.
Noon. Work, Families, and Public Policy
Seminar Series. "Something for Nothing:
The Liberal Case Against Welfare Work
Requirements." Amy Wax, U. of Pa. Eliot
Hall, Rm. 300. 935-4918.
2:30 p.m. Chemical Engineering Seminar
Series. "Water: A Stage for Selfassembly." Hank Ashbaugh, Los Alamos
National Lab.,,Calif. Cupples II Hall, Rm.
100 (refreshments 2 p.m., Urbauer Hall,
Rm. 208). 935-4988.
4 p.m. Biology seminar. "Condensing
Enzymes of Fatty Acid Synthesis and
Elongation." Jan Jaworski, Donald
Danforth Plant Science Center. Rebstock
Hall, Rm. 322. 935-4632.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Functional Positioning of
Receptors and Effector Proteins in
SMACs." Abraham Kupfer, National
Jewish Medical Research Center, Denver.
Eric P. Newman Education Center.
362-2763.
7 p.m. Monday Night Lecture Series.
"Structure, Space and Form." Edward
Allen, prof, of architecture, MIT. Steinberg
Hall Aud. (reception 6:30 p.m., Givens
Hall). 935-6293.

Tuesday, Feb. 26

Lectures
Friday, Feb. 22
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Modeling Cancer and Blood Diseases Using
the Zebrafish." Leonard Zon, prof, of
pediatrics, Children's Hosp., Harvard
Medical School; Investigator, Howard
Hughes Medical Inst, Boston. Clopton Aud.,
4950 Children's Place. 454-6006.

Noon. Alzheimer's Disease Research
Center seminar. "Drugs That Drain the
Brain: Adverse CNS Events in the Long
Term Care Setting." David B. Carr, assoc.
prof, of medicine, geriatrics and
gerontology div. Barnes-Jewish Hosp.,
East Pavilion Aud. 286-2881.
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"How and Why Bordetella Alter Their
Phenotypic Profile During the Infectious
Cycle." Peggy Cotter, asst. prof, of
molecular cellular and developmental
biology, U. of Calif., Santa Barbara. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-2742.

Noon. Cell biology and physiology seminar!
"Cellular Cholesterol Homeostasis: Insights
From Niemann-Pick Disease." Daniel S. Ory,
asst. prof., internal medicine dept. Room
426 McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm.
426. 747-4233.

Noon-1 p.m. Program in Physical Therapy
seminar. Jan Brunstrom, asst. prof, of
neurology and cell biology. 4444 Forest
Park Blvd. Bldg., Rm. B108/B109.
286-1404.

4 p.m. Anatomy and neurobiology seminar.
Karel Svoboda, Cold Spring Harbor Lab.,
N.Y. McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 928. 362-7043.

4 p.m. Favorite Book Series. "Redressing a
Bestseller: The Valgrisi Edition (1573) of
Locovico Ariosto's Orlando Furioso
(1532)." Michael Sherberg, assoc. prof of

Medical historian, author Rosenberg to deliver lecture
BY KURT

J. MUELLER

Charles E. Rosenberg, an
eminent medical historian
and author of many books on
the study of the history of
disease, will give the Thomas D.
Fulbright Lecture for the
Assembly Series at 11 a.m.
Feb. 27 in Graham Chapel.
Rosenberg is a professor of
history of science and the
Ernest E. Monrad Professor in
the Social Sciences at Harvard
University, where he began
teaching in 2000. He has
written widely on the history of
medicine and science and is
best known for his book
Cholera Years, the United States
in 1832, 1849 and 1866.
Rosenberg is credited with
influencing a generation of
scientific historians to examine
not only a disease, but to study
. it within the social context of
its time.
Rosenberg's other works
include The Trial of the Assassin

romance languages. Sponsored by Olin
Library Special Collections Dept., Olin
Library Special Collections, Lvl. 5.
935-5495.

Wednesday, Feb. 27
8 a.m. Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand
Rounds. "Inherited Thrombophilias."
Charles J. Lockwood, obstetrics and
gynecology dept, NYU Medical Center.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
362-1016.
11a.m. Access to Justice: The Social
Responsibility of Lawyers Series. "ADR
and Problem Solving in the Public Interest:
What Else Besides Litigation Works?"
Carrie Menkel-Meadow, prof, of law,
Georgetown U. Anheuser-Busch Hall.
935-4958.
11 a.m. Assembly Series. Thomas D.
Fulbright Lecture. "Contested Boundaries:
Behavior, Deviance and Diagnosis."
Charles E. Rosenberg, Prof, of History of
Science and the Ernest E. Monrad Prof, in
the Social Sciences, Harvard U. Graham
Chapel. 935-5285.
4 p.m. Biochemistry & molecular
biophysics seminar. "The Identification of
Functional Regions in Proteins by SurfaceMapping of Phylogenetic Information." Nir
Ben-Tal, prof, of biochemistry, Tel Aviv U.,
Tel Aviv, Israel. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-0261.

5 p.m. History of medicine lecture. "From
Constitutionalism to Genetic Disease:

boards and
councils and
has been
Who: Charles E. Rosenberg
awarded
fellowships by
¥
What: Thomas D. Fulbright Lecture
the Woodrow
Where: Graham Chapel
Wilson,
Guggenheim
When: 11 a.m. Feb. 27
and Rockefeller
foundations.
Guiteau, Psychiatry and Law in the
His editorial duties include a
Gilded Age; No Other Gods: On
term as editor of Isis, the History
Science and American Social
of Science Society journal, and
Thought; and The Care of Strangas editor of a Cambridge
ers: The Rise of the American
University Press series on the
Hospital System.
social history of medicine.
He also has co-authored or
Before going to Harvard,
edited several other books and is
Rosenberg served as chair of
working on a history of concepboth the departments of History
tions of disease during the past
and History and Sociology of
two centuries.
Science at the University of
Rosenberg is a recipient of the
Pennsylvania.
William H. Welch Medal of the
All Assembly Series lectures
American Association for the
are free and open to the public.
History of Medicine and the
For more information on this
George Sarton Medal for lifetime
and other Assembly Series
achievement from the History of
lectures, visit the series Web site,
Science Society.
wupa.wustl.edu/assembly, or call
Rosenberg has served on many
935-5285.

M

Assembly Series

Changing Ideas of Hereditary Illness."
Charles E. Rosenberg, Prof, of History of
Science and the Ernest E. Monrad Prof, in
the Social Sciences, Harvard U. Becker
Library, King Center, seventh floor.
454-2531.

Thursday, Feb. 28
Noon-1 p.m. Genetics seminar. "How to
Build an Organ: PHA-4 and Foregut
Development in C. elegans." Susan
Mango, asst. prof, Huntsman Cancer Inst.,
U. of Utah, Salt Lake City. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
4 p.m. Chemistry seminar. Scott J. Miller,
prof, of chemistry, Boston College.
McMillen Hall, Rm. 311.935-6530.
4 p.m. Science & Society Seminar Series.
"The Big Crunch: The End of the Era of
Expansion in Science." David L. Goodstein,
vice provost, prof, of physics and applied
physics, Frank J. Gilloon Distinguished
Teaching and Service Prof., Caltech,
Pasadena Calif. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-3364.

Monday, Feb. 25
8 p.m. Senior honors recital. Danielle
Smick, soprano, and Vera Parkin, pianist.
- Graham Chapel. 935-4841.

Thursday, Feb 28
8 p.m. Senior honors recital. Music of
Brahms, Debussy, Donaudy and Head. Mia
Lucia Viola, soprano, and Vera Parkin,
pianist. Graham Chapel. 935-4841.

On Stage
Friday, Feb. 22

4:30 p.m. Art History & Archaeology
Lecture Series. "Pop: Outside Manhattan/
Inside L.A." Cecile Whiting, prof, of art
history, U. of Calif., Los Angeles. Steinberg
Hall, Rm. 200. 935-5270.

8 p.m. Performing arts dept. performance.
"Twelfth Night." Written by William
Shakespeare. Henry I. Schvey, dir. Cost:
$12, $8 for senior citizens, WU faculty,
staff and students. (Also Feb. 23, 8 p.m.;
and Feb. 24, 2 p.m.) Edison Theatre.
935-5858.

Friday, March 1

Friday, March 1

Noon. Cell biology and physiology
seminar. "Monoubiquitin as a Signal for
Protein Transport." Linda Hicke, asst. prof,
of biochemistry and molecular biology,
Northwestern U. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-2713.

8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. Pilobolus Too.
(Also March 2, 8 p.m., March 3, 2 p.m.)
Cost: $25, $13 for students, $20 for WU
faculty and staff. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

4 p.m. Music dept. lecture. "Opera Theatre
of Saint Louis Outside of the Theatre."
Christine Armistead, senior lecturer, music
dept. and Allison Felter, Opera Theatre of
Saint Louis. Music Classroom Bldg.,
Rm. 102. 935-4841.

11 a.m. ovationsl for young people series.
Pilobolus Too. Cost: $7. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

4 p.m. Neuroscience seminar. "Democracy
and Aristocracy in the Mammalian
Circadian System." Erik Herzog, asst. prof
of biology. McDonnell Medical Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 928. 362-7043.

Worship

6 and 8:30 p.m. Travel Lecture Series.
"The Real World of Western Europe." Rick
Howard. Cost: $5. Graham Chapel
935-5212.

Monday, March 4
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Regulation of Autoimmunity"
Nora Sarvetnick, immunology dept.,
Scripps Research Inst., La Jolla, Calif. Eric
P. Newman Education Center. 362-2763.

Music
TobaCCO legal Wars (From left) Robert F. Ritter, Edward D. Robertson, Richard B. Teitelman and
Dorsey D. Ellis, J.D., the William R. Orthwein Distinguished Professor of Law, meet after Ritter and
Robertson's presentation of "The Tobacco Legal Wars: Tales of Fiction, Fact and Irony" Feb.13 in
the Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom in Anheuser-Busch Hall. Ritter and Robertson were members of the
Missouri Tobacco Trial Team that negotiated a $6.7 billion state settlement with the major U.S.
tobacco companies. The settlement amount for Missouri was later reduced to $4.5 billion. Missouri
will receive payments from the settlement, the largest in the state's history, over the next 25 years. In
the tobacco litigation nationally, states sought reimbursement for the costs of treating smokingrelated illnesses through the Medicaid program.

gamba; Paul Thompson, Baroque flute,
Elizabeth Macdonald, viola da gamba: and
Maryse Carlin, harpsichord. Ridgley Hall,
Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Sunday, Feb. 24
1 p.m. Senior honors recital. "Comparative
Musical Settings of Lyric Poetry." Music of
Dowland, Humfrey. Purcell, Britten and
Copland. Emily Bradof, soprano, and
Henry Palkes, pianist. Graham Chapel.
935-4841.
7:30 p.m. Kingsbury Ensemble concert.
"French Court Music for Viols." Maryse
Carlin, dir. Wendy Gillespie, viola da

Saturday, March 2

Friday, Feb. 22
11:15 a.m. Catholic Mass. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.
1:15 p.m. Jummuah Prayers. Prayer
service. Lower level, Lopata House.
920-1625.

Friday, March 1
11:15 a.m. Catholic Mass. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. 935-9191.
1:15 p.m. Jummuah Prayers. Prayer
service. Lower level, Lopata House.
920-1625.

And more...
Friday, Feb. 22
4 p.m. Poetry Discussion. Jay Wright,
former Fannie Hurst Visiting Prof, of
Creative Literature, will discuss his work.
Co-sponsored by English Dept., Writing
Program, African and Afro-American

record.wustl.edu

Feb.22, 2002

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

Sports

Kohn receives state's highest
award for arts achievement
23-country excursion but in 1963
returned to St. Louis, where Bill
joined the faculty at the School of
William Kohn, professor
Art. Still, the appetite for travel
emeritus in the School of
remained unabated, and in 1966
Art, has received the 2002
the couple spent 10 months in
Missouri Arts Award, the state's
India on a Fulbright Scholarship,
highest honor for achievement in
the arts.
exploring the country via motor
Gov. Bob Holden and wife
scooter.
Lori Hauser Holden presented
More recent trips have
the award Feb. 13 in a ceremony
included Machu Picchu, Mexico;
at the Capitol Rotunda in
Jaisalmer and Khajuraho, India,
Jefferson City.
and Florence, Italy.
Kohn, a painter widely
Kohn's work is included in
recognized for his large, colorful
numerous public and private
landscapes based on travels to
collections, and has been featured
India, Mexico, the Grand Canyon
in one-person shows at the Saint
Louis Art Museum, the Jan
and other sites around the world,
said that his first reaction upon
Cicero Gallery in Chicago; the
being notified was "total surprise
University of Baroda in India; the
Casa de la Cultura in Oaxaca,
— how did they find me?"
Mexico; The Alcazar in Seville,
Lori Holden, who introduced
Spain; and Elliot Smith Contemthe artist, said that Kohn has
porary Art in St. Louis, among
been described as "Missouri's
others.
arts ambassador," adding that
__.
Since 1970,
his exhibition
he "has served
the greater St.
openings have
"Kohn has traveled
Louis commuwidely and shared his themselves
nity as a painter,
become
computer artist, talents as an artist, girted multimedia
performance
featuring
teacher, and unofficial events,
dance, poetry,
artist, arts
educator and
original music
ambassador in
mentor for more
and slide (now
communities in
DVD) projecthan 40 years.
"Kohn has
numerous countries." tion of both his
traveled widely
works and those
LORI HAUSER HOLDEN
of other artists.
and shared his
talents as an
Next fall, the
School of Art will honor Kohn
artist, gifted teacher, and
unofficial ambassador in
with a retrospective exhibition at
communities in numerous
the Des Lee Gallery (1627
countries," Holden continued,
Washington Ave. in St. Louis).
but also noted that the University
The show will feature large
City native has remained
paintings that trace Kohn's
committed to his hometown.
artistic evolution from abstraction to figuration to landscape, as
"Using the arts as a catalyst,
Kohn was instrumental in
well as numerous watercolors
redeveloping the Skinkerbased on his travels, beginning
DeBaliviere neighborhood in
with studies of the now destroyed
St. Louis, where he has mainBamiyan Buddha in Afghanistan.
At the same time, an exhibitained a home and studio for
many years."
tion of Kohn's most recent
"I've lived in a lot of places
paintings — inspired by
but only moved a short distance,"
Bunelleschi's Duomo in Florence
— will debut at the Elliot Smith
Kohn said wryly. "Still, there's
been a lot of variation."
Contemporary Art gallery (4727
Kohn earned a bachelor's
McPherson Ave. in St. Louis).
degree from Washington
The Missouri Arts Award is
University's School of Fine Arts
sponsored annually by the
in 1953 and then studied
Missouri Arts Council and given
printmaking in Paris with master
in five categories — art, philanprintmaker Stanley Hayter. He
thropy, arts organization,
returned to Europe in 1954 with
leadership in the arts and arts
the U.S. Army, afterward
education. Other winners this
studying Spanish in Mexico City
year were philanthropist Bebe
and earning a master's of arts
Grimes of St. Joseph; the Kansas
degree from Mills College in
City Ballet; folklorist Gordon
Oakland, Calif.
McCann of Springfield; and
In 1962, Kohn and his wife,
Linda Melkersman, a high school
Patricia, boarded a Japanese
teacher and arts advocate from
freighter for an 18-month,
Sikeston.
BY LIAM OTTEN
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Women's hoops fights
for two more victories
The top-ranked women won two
tough conference games at
Brandeis University and New
York University (NYU) as they
extended their winning streak to
35 games, the longest in the
NCAA, men or women. Senior
Kristi Eller scored 16 of her
career-high 18 points in the
second half as she helped the
Bears to a 79-72 victory at
Brandeis Feb. 15 at the Red
Auerbach Arena. Brandeis led
34-31 at the half. With the score
tied at 65, Eller hit a threepointer and freshman Hallie
Hutchens added a free throw
and a lay-up to give WU a
six-point lead. Lahargoue and
Crowley each scored 16 points in
the win. Two days later, the Bears
hammered NYU 78-60. WU
scored the first 10 points of the
second half to break a 30-30
halftime tie. Lahargoue hit her
third three-pointer of the game
and Crowley followed with a
15-footer as the Bears extended
the lead to 61-46 with 6:48 to
play. Crowley led the Bears with
20 points and Lahargoue had
18 points and seven rebounds.

Men's hoops clinches
UAA title, NCAA berth
The men dominated their two
games, thumping Brandeis
95-71, then blowing out NYU
77-43 two days later. The wins
clinched the University Athletic
Association title outright and the
NCAA tournament bid that
automatically goes to the
conference champs. The wins
also tied the single-season record
of 23. Junior forward Chris
Jeffries poured in a career-high
31 points on 9-of-13 shots from
the field and 12-of-16 at the free
throw line and added seven
rebounds against Brandeis. The
Bears led 48-34 at the half and
didn't let up, opening the second
half with a 13-6 run. WU's 19th
straight win came at the expense
of NYU, as four straight threepointers — two by Matt Tabash
and two by Jarriot Rook — gave
WU an early 16-3 jump. A 13-0
run to start the second half gave
the Bears a comfortable 25-point
lead they maintained the rest of
the way. Rook finished with a
game-high 15 points and five
rebounds, Joel Parrott added 14
points and Nick Geurts scored a
season-high 12 points.

Swimmers, divers
do well at UAA meet
The men's and women's
swimming and diving teams
posted impressive individual
performances as both teams
finished fourth at the University
Athletic Association Championships at Emory University in
Atlanta. Senior Lindsay
Wilkinson captured UAA titles
in the 100 freestyle and

Junior Jennifer Rudis goes up for a shot against the University
of Rochester in recent action. Rudis leads the team with
8.1 rebounds per game.

Tracksters set four
records at USA Open

100 backstroke and made NCAA
provisional qualifying times in
both. For the men, junior diver
Ryan Braun, who is headed for the
NCAA Championships, took third
on both the one and three-meter
boards. Fellow junior Matt Johnson qualified provisionally for the
NCAA Championships with a
third-place finish in the 50 free
and added a fifth in the 100 free.

The Washington University
men's and women's indoor
track and field teams set four
school records at the USA Open
Feb. 15-16 at Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale.
Sophomore Mindy Kuhl set two
school records as she placed
third in the 800 meter run with
a time of 2:18.53 and ran the
leadoff leg of the distance
medley relay team which placed
first with a time of 12:21.79.
Other members of the record
settting distance medley relay
team included Valerie Lasko,
Laura Prolo, and Melanie
Mikecz. Sophomore Kammie
Holt broke her own school
record as she placed second in
the long jump with a mark of
18 feet, 7 inches. Holt's mark
was also an automatic qualifier
for the NCAA Division III
National Championships. On
the men's side, senior Travis
Deutman set a school record in
the mile run as he placed
second with a time of 4:16.54.

Women's tennis rolls
at Principa Invitational
Freshman Kacie Cook made her
presence felt in her first collegiate
experience, at the Principia College
Invitational, winning the first and
second singles title with three wins.
Jenny Stein was second with a 2-1
record, falling to Cook in the final.
In the third and fourth singles draw,
Laura Greenberg went 3-0 to capture
the title, defeating teammate Shilpa
Reddy in the championship match.
Kat Copiozo won the fifth and sixth
singles title with three wins and
teamed with Rathi Mani to take the
first doubles title. Reddy and Cook
were also winners in the second
doubles flight.

Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police Feb. 12-19. Readers with information that could assist in investigating these incidents
are urged to call 935-5555. This information is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is available on the University Police
Web site at police.wustl.edu.

Feb. 14
(From left) Gov. Bob Holden and wife Lori Hauser Holden present
William Kohn, professor emeritus in the School of Art, with the 2002
Missouri Arts Award Feb. 13 at the Capitol Rotunda in Jefferson City.

Culture Studies Program and American
Culture Studies Program. Duncker Hall,
Hurst Lounge, Rm. 201. 935-7130.

Cardinal Glennon Children's Hosp. To
register or volunteer, call 935-9250,
ex. 32623.

Saturday, Feb. 23

Tuesday, March 5

2 p.m. Dance Marathon. Twelve-hour
event. Benefits Children's Miracle Network
of Greater St. Louis, proceeds divided
between St. Louis Children's Hosp. and

Noon-1 p.m. Toastmasters event.
Sponsored by Washington U. Toastmasters for Oratorical Readiness (WUTF0R).
4480 Clayton Ave, Rm. 1140A. 935-6001.

11:30 a.m. — A student
reported a stalking incident at
Goldfarb Hall that has been
going on for the past two years.
An investigation is continuing.

Feb. 15
8:11 p.m. — Two staff members reported that they had
cash taken from their wallets,
which were in a locker in the
men's locker room at the

Athletic Complex. The lock
securing the area was missing.
Their wallets and credit cards were
intact. Total loss is valued at $90.

Feb.18
2:56 p.m. — A woman reported
she lost her wallet between
2:30 a.m. Feb. 15-10:30 a.m. Feb.
16. She said she thought she left
her key, with the wallet attached,
in the lock of her room in
Rubelmann Residence Hall. Total
loss is valued at $50.

Feb.19
2:28 p.m. — A student reported
that her backpack, which she left
unattended for 15 minutes, was
missing from Goldfarb Hall.
Among the contents of the
backpack were credit cards. Total
loss is valued at $176.
Additionally, University Police
responded to three auto accidents,
two reports ofproperty damage and
one report each of harassment by
written message, pulled fire alarm
and theft.
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Memory
Brain imaging tracks
activity in certain areas
— from Page 1

Neuron Feb. 16.
Jessica Logan, a graduate
student in psychology in Arts &
Sciences, is lead author on the
study.
Buckner, associate professor of
psychology and an investigator
with the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute, discussed his research at
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science meeting
Feb. 16 in Boston.
Buckner's study is the first to
provide clear evidence that the
aging process does not physically
destroy the cognitive mechanisms
responsible for effective memory
creation in the frontal lobes. Aging
merely makes it increasingly
difficult for older adults to
spontaneously access and utilize
those frontal regions of the brain
routinely used by young adults for
successful memory processing.
While healthy young adults
use regions in the left frontal
cortex almost exclusively for
certain memory-related cognitive
processes, older adults seem to
gradually lose control of robust
memory functions in these
regions.
"We suspect that these
phenomena reflect a breakdown
in the ability of older adults to
connect with and use various
regions of the left frontal cortex,"
Buckner said. "It appears that
older adults gradually lose the
ability to select and control left
cortex regions that are most
suited for memory processing in
healthy young adults. Many older
adults are processing memories
without ever getting to parts of
the brain that young people use
for memory encoding."
On the bright side, Buckner's
study offers strong evidence that
older adults can be provided with
specialized guidance, support and
strategies to help them recover
cognitive abilities lost to the aging
process.
"Some older adults have the

Center
To provide research,
education and service
— from Page 1
aging," said William A. Peck,
M.D., executive vice chancellor
for medical affairs and dean of
the School of Medicine. "With
John Morris' leadership and the
University's diverse expertise, I
am confident that this new center
will further our excellence in
aging research and clinical care."
The new center is organized
around three main programs:
research, education and service.
The Harvey A. and Dorismae
Hacker Friedman Research
Program will foster and support
studies of aging, ranging from the
molecular genetics of longevity to
community initiatives that
improve quality of life for older
adults.
The center will award grants to
University researchers from a wide
range of disciplines for pilot
studies on aging that can lead to
larger grants from national
agencies. It also will support
aging-related programs already
under way in the St. Louis
community and will serve as a link
between the University and these
community organizations,
fostering reciprocal opportunities.
"We don't want to reinvent the
wheel," Morris said. "We want to
work with programs that already
are geared toward the elderly
population to learn how we can
keep older people functioning in
the community."
One such collaborative
opportunity is with the Older

cognitive resources to successfully
process memory tasks, but they
are not using them effectively,"
Buckner said. "Our study shows
that they can begin utilizing these
areas as long as we provide them
with a lot of support. The
resources are there, which is the
good news."
" This study builds on previous
research in which Buckner
developed innovative functional
magnetic resonance imaging
(fMRI) techniques to pinpoint
several areas of the brain that
healthy young adults use almost
exclusively during successful
memory creation. In particular,
Buckner showed that increased
activity levels in a region called
the prefrontal cortex could be
used to accurately predict
whether an individual had
successfully created the memory
of a specific word.
His current study again relies
on fMRI imaging to track activity
in these brain areas as young and
old adults complete tasks
involving the memorization of
verbal cues (words) and visual
cues (pictures of human faces).
Findings suggest that certain
components of memory problems in older adults stem from
two distinct and separate
breakdowns in cognitive function: first, an inability to locate
and select those areas of the brain
best suited to the memorization
task at hand; and second, an
inability to self-initiate successful
strategies for fully utilizing
appropriate cognitive resources in
those brain areas eventually
selected.
Buckner's fMRI brain images
show that as young adults focus
on a word-based memory task,
the right frontal cortex is usually
activated for only a fleeting
moment. Then, almost instantaneously, young minds transfer the
task to the left frontal cortex,
where it is processed with a flurry
of activity in only that region.
Older adults, however, when left
to their own self-initiated memorization strategies, seem unable to
effectively transfer and tightly focus
these memory tasks in the
preferred region of the left frontal
cortex, often activating other areas

of the brain that are poorly
equipped for the job at hand.
However, when older adults
are provided with an array of
support and guidance designed
to help them process memory
tasks in a deeper, more semantic, meaning-based fashion, they
responded very positively, more
fully using left frontal areas to
effectively process memories at
levels approaching those of
healthy young adults.
Although older adults could
be helped to more fully utilize
memory resources in the left
frontal cortex, no amount of
coaching helped them to
effectively transfer and focus
only on the optimal memoryprocessing centers. Buckner
suggested that this may be one
reason why the older adults'
memory performance improved
but never fully reached young
adult levels.
"It's a glass half-empty, halffull situation," Buckner said.

Adult Service and Information
System (OASIS), a national,
nonprofit organization with
University links. OASIS provides
educational, health, technology
and volunteer programs to
100,000 older adults in the St.
Louis region. The center plans to
investigate what skills are most
needed for seniors who enroll in
OASIS' new computer training
program.
The Education Program of
the Center for Aging will
facilitate learning opportunities
for older adults and educate
younger individuals about aging.
A speaker's bureau of
University faculty with expertise
in aging will help promote
intergenerational learning
experiences that benefit both old
and young. The center also will
recognize students and faculty
who demonstrate excellence in
educational initiatives, including
summer programs for high
school students interested in
experiencing laboratory research
focused on aging.
The Lifelong Learning
Institute at University College in
Arts & Sciences is another
established program with which
the center will partner.
One of the most visible of the
center's service initiatives will be
the annual Friedman Lecture on
Aging. Peck presented the
inaugural lecture in May 2001.
The second Friedman lecture will
be held on the Hilltop Campus
April 9 and will feature John W
Rowe, M.D., co-author of the
widely read book Successful
Aging.
Harvey Friedman attended
Washington University in the
early 1940s and was an instructor

at University College in the 1950s.
He now is a semiretired businessman whose career has included
health care, banking and real
estate development.
From 1979-1996, Friedman
was a trustee of the Jewish
Hospital of St. Louis. He currently
sits on the board of the BarnesJewish Hospital Foundation.
He was a delegate to the first
White House Conference on
Aging and has served as a
member of the National Council
on Aging of the National Institute
on Aging.
Friedman also has been vice
chairman of the advisory board
of the Salvation Army Midland

"With the proper cognitive
therapy and support, it may be
possible to train older adults to
better utilize resources of the left
frontal cortex for memory
processing at a level almost as
efficient as that of young adults.
"But under no circumstances
were we able to help them revert
to using only the left frontal
cortex and not other regions for
the processing of these memoryintensive cognitive tasks."
John C. Morris, M.D., the
Harvey A. and Dorismae Hacker
Friedman Professor of Neurology
in the School of Medicine and
director of the University's Center
for Aging, was a senior author of
the Neuron study.
"These results show that the
reduction in processing capacity
of the brain with aging is not
completely an irreversible
process," Morris said. "They give
us a basis for believing that
cognitive rehabilitation therapies
might be helpful in aging-related

cognitive illnesses. And,
the findings emphasize that the
aging brain still can function at
a very high level and keep
healthy older people living
active, independent lives."
According to Morris, an
important question to address
in future studies is the relation
between the cognitive deficits
found in healthy elderly people
and in those with Alzheimer's
disease.
"Are the kinds of deficits
reported in these studies truly
age-related and separate from
Alzheimer's disease, or is one
just an elaboration of the other?
We really don't know the
answer," Morris said.
The study was supported by
the National Institute on Aging,
the National Institute on Mental
Health, the Alzheimer's Association, the James S. McDonnell
Foundation Program in Cognitive
Neuroscience and the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute.

A Hughes honor Joseph Thompson, Ph.D. (second from left), lecturer in African and
Afro-American Studies and English, both in Arts & Sciences, helps unveil a new stamp of poet and
author Langston Hughes recently at the downtown St. Louis Post Office. With Thompson are Stanley
Franklin (left), chief executive officer of Network Food Staffing, and Mark Anderson, St. Louis
postmaster. The release of the stamp coincides with the 100th anniversary of Hughes' birth
— in Joplin, Mo. — and the 25th anniversary of the Black Heritage Series of stamps.
Division, chairman of the board
of trustees of the Metropolitan St.
Louis Sewer District, a trustee
and financial vice president of the
Missouri Historical Society, a
trustee of Lindenwood College
and a trustee of the Jewish Center
for the Aged.
In 1942, Dorismae Hacker
Friedman graduated from the
College of Arts & Sciences at the
University, where she was a
homecoming queen. She has served
on the board of trustees of the
Saint Louis Art Museum, where she
was a docent for many years.
Building on this interest,
Harvey Friedman established the
Saint Louis Art Museum Annual

Dorismae Friedman Docent
Enrichment Program in conjunction with the James D. Burke
International Award in Fine Arts.
Dorismae Hacker Friedman
also was corresponding secretary
for the St. Louis section of the
National Council of Jewish
Women and for the United Order
of True Sisters Miriam #17, where
she also was chair of Cancer
Services. She was a member of
the board of the Brandeis
University Women's Auxiliary of
Naples, Fla.
The Friedmans have been
married for 57 years. They have
two daughters, three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Employment
Use the World Wide Web to obtain complete job descriptions. Go to hr.wustl.edu (Hilltop) or medicine.wustl.edu/wumshr (Medical).

Hilltop
Campus
Information regarding
positions may be
obtained in the Office of
Human Resources,
Room 130, West
Campus. If you are not
a WU staff member, call
935-9836. Staff
members call 935-5906.
Research Technician
000256
Research Assistant
010023
Reference/Subject
Librarian (Psychology) 010241
Reference/Subject
Librarian (German)

Director of Annual
Giving Programs
020064

Manager of
Employer Relations
020169

Director of
Development
020209

Senior Site Operator
020065

Career Development
Specialist 020170

Special Collections
Assistant 020210

Working Supervisor
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 020072

Research Technician
(part time) 020183

Planned Giving
Officer 020086

020186

Senior Prospect
Researcher 020095
Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 020102
Library Technical
Assistant (part time)

020134
Senior Prospect
Researcher 020135
Lab Technician

010242

020137

Catalog Librarian

010290

Regional Director of
Development 020151

Reference/Subject
Librarian 010387

Associate Director of
Parent Programs

020167

Lab Technician III
Administrative
Assistant 020187
Director of Corporate
Relations 020190

Special Collections
Assistant
(Documentary Film
& Media) 020211
Administrative
Assistant (part time)
020212

Department
Secretary 0202000

Chem/Earth &
Planetary Sciences
Library Assistant
020213

Administrative
Secretary 020201

System and Network
Administrator

Deputized Police
Officer 020203

020214

Undergraduate
Career Advisor
020205

020215

Director, Univ.
Development Project
^Assistant Director,
Principal Gifts
020208

Senior Medical
News Writer 020217

Project Coordinator
Administrative
Coordinator 020216

Coordinator,
Program for
Technical Assistance
020218

Coordinator,
Multicultural
Student Groups
020220
Senior Technician

020221
Environmental
Compliance Officer
020222
Admissions
Counselor 020223
Staff Psychologist
020224
Accounts Payable
Service Rep. Trainee
020225
Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 020226
Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 020227
Administrative Aide
020228
Technician 020230
HR Recruitment
Specialist 020231

Medical Assistant
020232

Medical
Campus
This is a partial list of
positions at the School
of Medicine.
Employees: Contact the
medical school's Office
of Human Resources at
362-7196. External
candidates: Submit
resumes to the Office of
Human Resources,
4480 Clayton Ave.,
Campus Box 8002,
St. Louis, MO 63110, or
call 362-7196.
Physicians Assistant
(Accredited) 021083
Secretary III 021090
Manager, Financial
Operations 021126
Graduate Student
Coordinator 021121
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Notables
Of note

Angela Gordon (left), a graduate student in anthropology in Arts &
Sciences, discusses the anthropology student organization Friday
Archaeology with first-year medical student Elizabeth Foglia, a
member of the student group Forum for International Health and
Tropical Medicine, at the recent "Bridging GAPS" event.

Bridges Awards presented to student groups
BY KEVIN

M. KILEY

A recent "Bridging GAPS"
event hosted by the Graduate-Professional Council drew
about 160 student leaders and
deans representing all eight
University graduate and professional schools.
Bridging GAPS is a forum
created to promote communication, collaboration, networking
and information-sharing and to
help build a sense of community
among graduate and professional
student groups.
"Washington University is
such a great institution with
world-class schools. But the
student groups in these schools
didn't have a forum to share
ideas, network and to set up
collaborations," said Joyce Divine,
a doctoral student in the biochemistry program in Arts &
Sciences and committee chair of
Bridging GAPS. "So we set out to
bridge those gaps.
"People can accomplish so
much more if they work together."
The first part of the event,
held in the Women's Building
Formal Lounge, was a networking
and idea-exchanging opportunity
for graduate student organizations. At the corresponding
awards dinner in Holmes Lounge
in Ridgley Hall, student groups
were awarded "Bridges Awards"
in four categories as follows:
Web site — For groups with
an outstanding Web site:
• Student Advisory Committee: Student government for the
Division of Biology and Biomedical Sciences in Arts & Sciences
(artsci.wustl.edu/~sac).
• Forum for International
Health and Tropical Medicine:
School of Medicine group that
awards travel grants for medical
students to travel abroad and see
health conditions in other
countries (medicine.wustl.edu/
-fihtm).
Intraschool — For groups
that promote communication
and a sense of community within
a particular graduate or professional school:
• Toastmasters: Promotes
things such as public speaking
and running effective meetings.
Approximately 80 students attend
weekly meetings.
• American Medical Women's
Association: Has multiple
activities, including promoting
awareness of domestic violence,
reproductive health and a
mentoring program
(medicine.wustl.edu/
-wumsamwa).
• Student Bar Association:
Student government in the
School of Law, sponsors many
activities including promoting

communication among thirdyear and first-year law students
through a lunch program.
Interschool — For groups
that promote interaction among
students from more than one
graduate or professional school:
• Graduate Student Senate of
Arts & Sciences: Runs a very
successful Graduate Student
Research Symposium, now in its
seventh year. Last year, teamed
with the Graduate-Professional
Council to open the event to all
graduate and professional
students (artsci.wustl.edu/~gss).
•Chinese Students and
Scholars Association: Assists
Chinese students on campus and
shares Chinese culture with the
University. Holds numerous
events throughout the year
(artsci.wustl.edu/~cssa).
• Occupational therapy (OT),
architecture students for the
playground class: OT students
educated architecture students
about children's disabilities, and
together they are designing a
playground for Forest Park.
Community — For groups
that are reaching outside of the
University's borders to promote
communication, collaboration,
exchanging ideas and creating a
community:
• American Indian Student
Association: Sponsors American
Indian Awareness Week with
many speakers and activities. Also
organizes the University's annual
powwow, now in its 12th year,
where American Indians from
across the country come to share
their culture with the University
and St. Louis community
(gwbweb.wustl.edu/users/buder/
aisa.html).
• Washington University
Medical Plunge: Invites medical
students to come to the School of
Medicine a week early to shadow
medical professionals in clinics
and shelters to give them a better
sense of public-health issues in
the St. Louis Community.
• Young Scientist Program:
Has many activities, including
summer research focus where
disadvantaged high school
juniors come to work at University research labs for the summer
and a similar program for high
school science teachers
(medicine.wustl.edu/~ysp).
• Reproductive Health
Education Program: Teaches
reproductive health education to
seventh-graders in St. Louis
Public Schools.
To facilitate getting information about graduate student
groups, GPC has developed a
Web-based directory that
includes brief description of
groups with links to their home
pages. The directory is at
www.artsci.wustl.edu/~gpc.

Duanduan Ma, Ph.D., research
associate in ophthalmology in the
School of Medicine, has received
a one-year, $30,000 grant from
the Knights Templar Eye Foundation Inc., for research titled "Role
of the Rb-Id-2 Interaction in
Tumor Suppression by the
Retinoblastoma Gene." ...
Jeffrey F. Moley, M.D.,
professor of surgery, has received
a two-year, $308,084 grant from
the National Institute of Diabetes
and Digestive and Kidney
Diseases for research titled
"SLC2A9, a Candidate ER GLUT
in Normal and Cancer Cells." ...
Robert E. Criss, Ph.D.,
professor of earth and planetary
sciences in Arts 8c Sciences, has
received a three-year, $340,000
grant from the National Science
Foundation for research titled
"Timescales of Geochemical and
Isotopic Transport in Natural
Waters." ...
Kevin J. Black, M.D, assistant
professor of psychiatry in the
School of Medicine, has received
a two-year, $"100,000 grant from
the Charles A. Dana Foundation
for research titled "Smoking
History and Personality Supplement to Neuroimaging Studies in
Parkinson's Disease." ...
Tamara G. Hershey, Ph.D.,
instructor of neuropsychology in
psychiatry in the School of
Medicine, has received a oneyear, $35,000 grant from the
Parkinson's Disease Foundation
for research titled "Neural
Modulation of Working Memory
by Levodopa in Parkinson's
Disease."...
Jeffrey E. Johnson, M.D.,
associate professor of orthopaedic surgery, has received a
one-year, $8,500 grant from the
American Orthopaedic Foot and
Ankle Society for research titled
"The Effect of Variation in
Rocker Sole Design on Gait
Characteristics and Plantar
Pressures With Walking in a Total
Contact Cast." ...

Roy Curtiss III, Ph.D., the
George William and Irene Koechig
Freiberg professor of biology in
Arts 8c Sciences, has received a
two-year, $200,051 grant from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
for research titled "Introduction of
Cross Protective Immunity to
Salmonella in Chickens." ...
Daniel S. Ory, M.D., assistant
professor of medicine, has received
a five-year, $473,850 grant from
the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute for research titled
"Molecular Mechanism of Cellular
Cholesterol Trafficking." ...
Katherine Weilbaecher, M.D.,
assistant professor of medicine,
has received a one-year, $65,000
grant from the Edward
Mallinckrodt Jr. Foundation for
research titled "Mechanisms of
Signal Integration by Microphthalmia Transcription Factor
in Osteoclasts." ...
Pratik Mukherjee, M.D, Ph.D.,
clinical fellow in radiology, has
received a one-year, $50,000 grant
from the American Society of
Neuroradiology for research titled

"Comparison of Magnetic
Resonance Imaging with Positron
Emission Tomography in the Study
of Cerebral Hemodynamics." ...
Barbara Schaal, Ph.D., the
Spencer T. Olin Professor of
Biology in Arts 8c Sciences, has
received a five-year, $533,997
grant from the U.S. Agency for
International Development for
research titled "Gene Flow
Between Cultivated Rice and
Wild Relatives in Thailand." ...
Jonathan M. Green, M.D.,
assistant professor of medicine,
has received a Career Investigator
Award from the American Lung
Association. The award is a oneyear, $35,000 research grant and
may be renewed for up to
three years....
Paul R. Manske, M.D.,
professor of orthopaedic surgery,
has received a one-year, $24,252
grant from the Shriners Hospital
for Children for research titled
"Biologically Based Scaffolds
Seeded with Engineered Mesenchymal Stem Cells for Tendon
Repair."

Rochman named director of field education
Alumna Estelle Rochman
recently was named director
of field education for the George
Warren Brown School of
Social Work.
Rochman, who earned a master
of social work degree in
1971 from GWB, served
as associate director of
field education since
1995 and acting director
since September 2000.
Shanti K. Khinduka,
Ph.D., dean and the
George Warren Brown
Distinguished University
Professor, said in
announcing Rochman's appointment, "Essie Rochman will lead
GWB's practicum program at an
important juncture in the development of our school. As we take
steps to launch a program of tech
assistance to local agencies and
implement the themes of capacity
building and evidence-based

practice in the field practicum of
our students, a person with
Essie's gift for establishing strong
professional relationships with
practicum agencies will provide
excellent leadership to our office
of field education."
A former president
of the GWB Alumni
Board and the Society
for Social Work Leaders
in Health Care,
Rochman previously
was social work
services director of
St. Mary's Health
Center and other
St. Louis-area hospitals.
She is a board member of
Crown Center Senior Housing,
St. Louis Hillel at Washington
University, Jewish Federation of
St. Louis Business and Professional Women's Division, and
Redevelopment Opportunities
for Women.

Campus Authors
Burton M. Wheeler, Ph.D. professor emeritus of English and of religious studies,
both in Arts & Sciences

Close to Me, But Far Away: Living With Alzheimer's
(University of Missouri Press, Columbia, Mo., 2001)
Rare golf outings and
handball helped, but
Burton M. Wheeler, Ph.D.,
needed something else to enable
him to cope with being the
primary caregiver for his wife,
who was diagnosed with
Alzheimer's disease in 1994.
So Wheeler, professor
emeritus of English and of
religious studies, both in Arts 8c
Sciences, tried to stand back,
observe himself and put what he
saw into words.
After several revisions and
changes in approach, the final
result was Close to Me, But Far
Away, a realistic but loving look
at his relationship with his wife,
Jackie — whom he refers to as
"Kee," a nickname for her since
her illness became severe.
"Initially it was a form of
therapy," said Wheeler, who
served as dean of the College of
Arts 8c Sciences from 1966-1978.
"When I began writing, I knew
that I was depressed and was not
fully aware of what was really
happening.
"Then, several of my friends
read the manuscript and
thought I should publish it.
That was an iffy matter for a
while. Other friends advised
against it. One reader called the
book 'painfully candid.'

"Without the approval of our
children, I would not have published it."
But the book is much more than
just therapeutic. Wheeler provides
an insight into his own life and
how he deals with the feelings of
inadequacy that come with such a
dramatic change in lifestyle and
responsibility.
"I decided to go ahead with
publication
partially
because I
had read so
many things
I thought
were
saccharin
and dishonest," he said.
"There was an '
essay in The Wheeler
New York
Times Sunday Magazine where the
writer talked about the 'Zen of
Alzheimer's.' His contention was
that his mother had never been
happier in her life because she
couldn't remember anything. Of
course the writer had placed her in
a nursing home and could waltz
away pretending that all was well.
"Such a view seems to me to
ignore and violate what makes us
human — the importance of
memory, the importance of

understanding and reflection.
Caregivers must be honest with
themselves and learn to find
ways to share candidly the ups
and downs of their lives with
friends and relatives."
Wheeler, who is active with
the Alzheimer's Association and
is donating his profits to the
organization, urges more
support for research on the
dementia, but he also contends
that more attention needs to be
given to the home caregivers
who are also victimized by the
disease.
Close to Me, But Far Away is
never overly sentimental, but is
an open window into Wheeler's
soul. Anyone whose lives have
been touched by Alzheimer's
will gain a greater understanding of the exhaustion, trials and
tribulations and moodiness of
caregivers by reading this book.
"I think it's not of much value
to caregivers," he said. "Each one
has to work through the swamp
in his or her own way. But I do
think it's important for those
who are close to caregivers to
understand why we might
behave as we sometimes do."
Close to Me, But Far Away is
available at the campus bookstore.
— Andy Clendennen
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Washington People
"Effective, surely great, teaching is
composed of more than just
knowledge or method; it is fashioned
out of spirit and personality ... " —
James M. Banner Jr. and Harold C.
Cannon
It was a beautiful fall evening
when David M. Becker, J.D.,
threw out the first pitch at
the St. Louis Cardinals game
against the Los Angeles
Dodgers. Fred Hanser, J.D. '66,
chair of the Cardinals and one of
Becker's first students, was behind
the plate catching — at Becker's
insistence.
Hanser signaled for a high
fastball, but Becker pitched a low
slider that broke sharply to the
outside. The fans, including
hundreds of School of Law
students, roared.
Becker has a lot of fans. That's because he is his students' biggest fan.
"David Becker is one of
the most beloved faculty members because he cares so much
about the students," says Joel
Seligman, J.D., dean of the law
school and the Ethan A.H. Shepley

David M. Becker, J.D., the Joseph H. Zumbalen Professor of the Law of Property and associate dean for
external relations, works with second-year law student Scott Jarboe. On teaching, Becker says, "I knew
one month into it I would never go back. It was intoxicating.... and there was nothing else I wanted to do.'

Treasuring students' richness, diversity
University Professor.
Says Becker, the Joseph H.
Zumbalen Professor of the Law of
Property and associate dean for
external relations, "In class, I want
students to realize that I am not
their antagonist. My goal is to
enable and empower them.
"The point of the exercise is
for the student to succeed, for
them to see the weakness of their
argument or analysis, make
adjustments and ultimately take
the class to a higher level of
understanding."
Becker, who teaches property
BY DEB ARONSON
law to first-year students, is not a
pushover. Inside the classroom he
leads his students, via carefully
constructed Socratic method,
through the intricacies of case
after case.
It's an intimidating way to learn,
especially for first-year students.
The atmosphere in the classroom is
tense, and the level of concentration
is exhausting for both students and
professor. Becker, an avid athlete,
likens it to playing basketball or
running 10 miles.
"What makes David's teaching
distinctive is that he teaches with
an intensity about him that
David M. Becker, J.D.
students appreciate," says Daniel
L. Keating, J.D., the Tyrrell
Title: Joseph H. Zumbalen Professor
Williams Professor of Law and
of the Law of Property and associate
associate dean for academic
dean for external relations
affairs. "They quickly see that the
Years at the University: 39
intensity is not about being harsh.
Awards: University Founders Day
Instead it stems from his deep
Award (1973); first recipient of Law
desire to teach his students to
Alumni Teaching Award (1989)
think critically and analytically —
to think like lawyers.
Hobbies: Following politics; music
"Yet, as rigorous as he is,
(listening to classical, jazz and
David's student evaluations are
opera); sports (participating and
still consistently at the top of the
following); Italy (the people, the
charts."
cuisine, the culture and the
Second-year law student Annie
language)
Littlefield says, "What struck me
Family: Wife, Sandi, married 45
was that he was such a compasyears; two children, Laura, 39, and
sionate man. From the beginning,
Andrew, 36
it was clear how much he wanted
us to learn."
"I'm still scared
to death of him,"
jokes Mike
Hannafan, J.D. '70,
and father of both
Brent, J.D. '95, and
Blake, J.D. '98.
"From the first day
of class, I was in
awe of his abilities,
his knowledge and
his masterful grasp
of the Socratic
method."
Hannafan still
remembers the
(From left) David M. and Sandi Becker with Micah very first case, In
Re: Estate of
Rose, the Benjamin M. and Jean Merin Becker
O'Connor.
Scholar in Law, a scholarship established by the
"What I
Beckers in memory of David's parents.

David M. Becker is
intimidating and
rigorous, yet he
remains'one of the
most beloved
faculty members'

thought was a simple, one-issue
case turned out to be a case with
many, many issues," Hannafan
says. "It took us four days to cover
them all."
Outside the classroom, Becker
maintains a deep interest in his
students, both current and former.
He'll greet students by name in the
hall, his office door always is
figuratively open, and if his knees
aren't hurting too badly he can be
found playing a pickup game of
basketball with law students.
As associate dean for external
relations, he travels extensively,
reconnecting with alumni. Many

"David is soft-spoken but not
taciturn; he is reserved but not
shy; and he has both a powerful
intellect and a deep sense of
humor," notes longtime friend
and colleague A. Peter Mutharika,
J.S.D., professor of law.
First and foremost a teacher,
even Becker's research has been
strongly influenced by his
classroom experiences. Becker is
an expert in a complex and arcane
area of property law known as the
"rule against perpetuities."
The rule, intended to minimize
the influence a person can exert
once they are dead, is so complex

"What makes David's teaching distinctive is that he
teaches with an intensity about him that students
appreciate. They quickly see that the intensity is not
about being harsh. Instead it stems from his deep
desire to teach his students to think critically and
analytically — to think like lawyers. Yet, as rigorous
as he is, David's student evaluations are still
consistently at the top of the charts."
DANIEL

L. KEATING

consider Becker their close friend.
"David is an extraordinarily
good listener," says E. Thomas
Sullivan, dean of the University of
Minnesota Law School and friend
and colleague of Becker's for close
to 20 years. "He has phenomenal
recall and is always finding ways to
connect conversations from two
years ago with one today. He is a
true mensch — by that I mean
someone who is positive, optimistic
and generous in his thoughts and
deeds toward others."
Becker's response to these
accolades is the equivalent of a
verbal shrug.
"Either you advantage yourself
in the richness and diversity of the
students and their lives or you
don't," Becker says. "But if you do,
it gives you the opportunity to
grow and enrich your own life.
"My best friends are my former
students, and I have many best
friends."
If, as Becker believes, there is
little in life more valuable than
friendship, then Becker is a very
rich man.
Becker is not the boisterous,
backslapping, outgoing sort of
friend. He is intimidating. Tall,
lean, balding, dressed in jacket and
tie, Becker's voice is quiet; his
words and smiles are measured.
Even Becker's office is Spartan.
There are few photographs or other
mementos.

and looks so far into the future
that most lawyers feel they can
safely ignore it. In class, Becker
noticed that some students could
grasp one key concept of the rule
intuitively, while others couldn't.
Based on this, Becker developed a
methodology, like a math
formula, for those that couldn't
grasp the concept.
"Every interesting problem I
have come across and every
solution I have proposed has
begun with my students in class,"
Becker says.
Becker has since published
extensively on the rule against
perpetuities, including both this
methodology and compelling
explanations for why no lawyer
can afford to ignore it.
Becker didn't start out a
teacher. An honors graduate of
Harvard College and the University of Chicago Law School,
Becker joined his father's Chicago
firm, Becker & Savin.
Becker had received a letter
from the University of Michigan
looking for lawyers to come and
teach for one year. Becker, who
couldn't imagine knowing enough
to be a teacher, threw it in the
wastebasket.
His wife, Sandi, a teacher
herself, pulled it out and urged
him to apply.
"I knew one month into it I
would never go back," Becker says.

"It was intoxicating. I knew I could
do it, and there was nothing else I
wanted to do."
After that one year, Becker had
several teaching options. He opted
for Washington University, in part
because of its strong tradition of
teaching.
"The history, culture and
tradition of teaching at Washington
University is very rare, emphasizing
small classes and lots of one-onone teaching," he says. "I thought to
myself, 'I'm going to like this.'"
That was 39 years ago. Becker is
convinced that teaching has kept
him young.
"It's not just genes," says the
youthful 66-year-old. "I really feel
that if you spend your life around
younger people, it does delay aging.
The exciting thing is 100 or more
young people come into my life
each year."
Becker is a competitor by
nature. He is crazy for sports —
basketball, tennis, running,
baseball. On the playing field,
Becker is as focused as he is in the
classroom. Blake Hannafan
remembers playing against Becker
in the annual faculty-student
basketball game.
"David was barking directions
at everyone," Hannafan remembers.
"He plays for keeps."
In spite of this competitive
streak, Becker has sought to level
life's playing field all his life.
Becker's parents always championed underdogs, and Becker
continues to do so.
At the law school, Becker has
worked, quietly and behind the
scenes, to make the environment
comfortable for everyone. He does
it friendship by friendship, as did
his parents.
For example, when Kimberly J.
Norwood, J.D., professor of law,
joined the law school in 1990, she
was the first African-American
woman on the law faculty, new to
teaching and seven months
pregnant.
"I needed a lot of mentoring,"
Norwood says. "David was unbelievable. He would come by my
office all the time asking, 'What do
you need? What can I do for you?'"
When Norwood wanted help
with public speaking, Becker
attended her lecture, took notes,
and then went over the lecture
"minute by minute" with her.
When Norwood was writing several
of her first scholarly articles, Becker
read every draft, every word. He
would mark every line.
"This is unbelievable dedication,"
Norwood says. "No one else has done
what he's done for me. He's my best
friend in the building. You wouldn't
think that of a more senior and
conservative-appearing, old, white
Jewish guy and a much younger and
less-experienced African-American
woman, but it's true!"

